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Maintenance Issues  
LESSONS LEARNED 
 

Structural and 
Hardscape Features 
• Planters vs. swales 
• Step out zones 
• Inlets and forebays 

Living Landscape 
Features 
• Trees  
• Plants 
• Soils 
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Maintenance: Planters vs. Swales 

Planters 
• Reduce plant/pedestrian 

damage 
• Flat bottom 

– Irrigation 
– Less erosion 
– Easier plant installation 

• Zone A only 
• Less weed intrusion 
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Maintenance: Planters vs. Swales 

Swales 
• More easily built, less 

concrete but more costly 
to maintain 

• Zone B (upland) creates 
challenges 
– Soil subsidence and erosion 
– Slope planting 
– Irrigation 
– Pedestrians/step-out 
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Maintenance: Step Out Zone 
 • Need for adjacent parking 
• Rock subsides, has weeds 
• Concrete most durable 

 


